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-AOOLAMATION FOR. LEVYING..LEKIN ON KEROSENE OIL, 
| “AT CANTON, 


ek — 
A joint Proclamation issued for the knowledge of all men, by the Chief Bureau for 
Lekin taxes of the entire province of Kuang Tung; Y AO, Provincial Treasurer of Kuang 
Tung; KUNG, Brevet rank of the second grade and Provincial Judge of Kuang Tung ; 
(HOU, Brevet rank of the second. grade and Salt Intendant of the two Kuangs, i.e. Kuang 
Tung and Kuang Si; CHOU, Brevet.rank of Provincial Judge, Expectant Taotai and 
Acting Grain Tntendant of Kuang Tung, and PENG an Expectant Taotai of Kuang Tung, 
sheweth t-— eit 
eetbereas the Merchant Chang Shao Ying of “ Tsi Ngan T‘ang,” i.e. ‘‘ Hall of the 
Reseuer of Peace,” has presented unto us a Petition stating that: “ For the last preceding 
‘ years the. money required for the sea Coast defences of Kuang Tung has always been 
“very considerable, hence many and various have been the means devised to meet the 
“demand. All:goods have two kinds of Lekin levied on them, namely : one collected on 
“the spot and another on transit, and Merchants have always been glad to pay them and 
“thus assist. War expenses. Opium has both a duty and a Lekin levied on it, to the end 
that, by excessive taxation the import of the drug may cease, owing to its pernicious 
“ effects. . Now: Kerosene Oil, although not so harmful as Opium, still since its usage has 
“ been greater every. day, has been the means of greatly reducing the riches of China, in 
“ that for the last few years the Native Oil business has been in a great measure decreased. 
“ Through carelessness, Kerosene (il will be combustible and the conflagration éccasioned 
‘thereby can: be compared only to a great fire on the plains. This is a great bane. 
‘* Hence, if following the example of Opium a Lekin be added, the greater prices asked for 
ee Seen erating He simnlaticn, and as a conse- 


‘‘of the country. The Petitioner also finds that Kerosene Oil is a foreign commodity and “ 
‘tis produced from the essence of Coal; hence its burning capability is strong and more. 
“over it also possesses certain poisonous qualities. The using it for Chinese Oil is really 
‘‘ productive of no advantage. Originally it was only consumed by foreigners, but now it 
‘*is extensively used in the interior owing to its giving a more brilliant light than other 
‘Oils. Even the poorest localities burn Kerosene Oil and the whole country seems lighted 
‘‘up with these lamps. It is even hawked about in the streets for sale. By its daily 
“increase of consumption the money accruing therefrom is very great. If, therefore 
“ Lekin of 1°/,* be levied on this Oil, there will be no great harm done. The Petition. 
‘er has hitherto been a dealer in Foreign commodities, and hence has a fall knowledge of 
‘all things relating to them. He is desirous to assist the Lekin revenue by praying for a 
‘monopoly for collecting Lekin on Kerosene Oil for the whole province of Kuang Tung, 
‘‘ following the method in the case of Opium, by levying an additional duty as Lekin: In 
“every tin of Kerosene Oil there are 25 catties of the stuff, and hence a Lekin of 20 cents 
“on each tin should be collected. Offices should be established to collect this Lekin, at 
“Canton, Chi Shui Mén and Ma Lui Chou ; ov with reference to the last two places these 
‘‘ offices may be merged in the Opium Lekin offices in those places. Offices should also 
‘* be established in the different Market Towns, who will report accordingly to the office at 
‘Canton. The Petitioner prays that a trial of five years be given to this plan, commencing 
“ from the time that this Petition be granted. He is willing to give a yearly contribution 
“ of $30,000 @ 70 exchange. Intercallary months not included. On the granting of this 
“ Petition he will, to commence with, give at once the contribution for the last quarter 
“of the first year, that is to say the sum of $7,500=Tis. 5,250. As-for-the»rest; the 
“money will be contributed monthly. On the commencement: of the first year’ be the 
“‘ monopoly productive or otherwise the trial year must be gone through»with, that<is, the 
“contribution of $30,000 will be given in full. This then will give substance and since- 
“rity to the matter. Shoald thie Petition be granted; the Hestionse yet nt aPrvele 
“mation to thet effect may be immediately issued, and at all th vuthorities throu 


* Nore.—The amount levied is 40 cents per cate which would be about 28 perce ton ne valueof il in Hon ko 
the time the Proclamation was issued, instead of 1 per cent as stated. — EGE Oe neg Ce) acek od 


a 
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« out the whole province of Kuang Tang may be notified of the fat “and issue Proclama- 
“tions accofdingly; and also that a date may be fixed for the enforcement of the Lekin. 
“« When Kerosene Oil had ‘no Lekin: it naturally became extensively used, while Native 
“ equalize things. Now the Lekin of 20 cents on a tin of Kerosene Oil is really very small 
and therefore will be harmless to both Merehants and people. If this Petition be accept- 
“able or otherwise, the Petitioner prays that he may be duly notified accordingly. 

should: there be anything not yet thought of in the Petition, or if foreigners cease to 
“ import Kerosene Oil, then he is to be at liberty to withdraw hie Petition. This should 
“be clearly’ set out. The~ Petitioner has the honor to present in conjunction with this 
“petition a cheque for $7;500= Tis, 5,250, for the Government Treasury, which amount 
is the contributinn-for the last quarter of the first year.” 

With: reference to- the above Petition we find that Kerosene Oil is imported from 
Foreign countries into the interior, and that Lekin has never yet been levied on it. Lately 
the Province of Kuang Tung ‘has consumed largely of Kerosene Oil, and the consumption 
fucreases daily, thereby causing @ considerable decrease in the sale of Native Oils, there- 
fore, if it still be free from the hearts of those who produce Native Oil will rise in 
rebellion. Now, the Petitioning Merchant is willing to contribute a yearly War tax of 
$30,000, and is also willing to make an additional sum of $1,000 to the sum already pro- 
posed, making thus a yearly contribution of $31,000=Tis,.21,700 for the privilege of 
farming the Lekin on Kerosene Oil. He also asks for a trialof five years, praying that 
his Petition be granted. We, Intendants of circuits and commissioners also find that, the 
regulations proposed by the said Merchant is in the main similar to those regulating the 
Opium Lekin and other Lekin regulations. Moreover the firms, which secure the yearly 
War tax in question, are all substantial and trastworthy, and we think that the tax of *one 
mace four candareens and four mills on each tin of Kerosene Oil weighing 25 catties is 
very reasonable. 

The said Merchant has also signified his willingness to pay by monthly install- 
mente, and also in the case of intercallary months to pay an extra contribution, pro rata. 


* Nors,—This is the equivalent of 40 cents Mexican per case. 


S 
caicllias. 
In consequence of this, therefore, we now grant his Petition by which an additional revenue 
may be secured. We have also reported the matter to the Viceroy. of the: two Kuangs, 
and have sent despatches to all the-local ‘authorities of the: Province, stating that the said 
Merchant has been commissioned to collect Lekin on Kerosene Oil. We have. also posted 
Proclamations to the like effect. All Merchants and people; are therefore commanded to 
obey this Proslemntion wad manet Ihe, that. ie. sbe matoen- ai Aen emens Sloman rane 


Oil the monopoly has been granted to the said Merchant. ‘aida 

Hereafter all men dealing in Kerosene Oil ciel bis igen ad dibh emasinint 
report of the quantity they have for sale and pay Lekin accordingly to the said Merchant. 
Nor are they allowed to smuggle the commodity or unlawfully attenipt to prevent enforce- 
ment of this Proclamation. Any one guilty of these shall be punished accordingly, upon 
presentation of a petition by the said Merchant complaining of such acts. Moreover the 
said Merchant shall not be sdovei to remnisies be Aemaibaialometenne so 
duct in the pursuance of his duties. ahaa Bi hai <b. eee ee 
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